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What We Do…
▪ NeDNR Mission: 

▪ Safeguarding Nebraska’s most precious 
natural resource through sound partnerships, 
cooperation, and science-based decision 
making to help grow Nebraska’s future.

▪ Vision: 

▪ The Nebraska Department of Natural 
Resources is dedicated to the safe, 
sustainable use, and proper management of 
the state’s most precious natural resource; 
Water for the future benefit of all Nebraskans.



Current
Water Supplies



Surface Water Permitting
Instream Flows
 LLNRD
 LENRD

Ag Transfers
Upper Platte

Acreage Reserve Program 
(ARP)
 Pilot Exchange

Platte/Republican Basin 
Transfer
Currently in administrative hearing 

process 



Floodplain Mgmt. and 
Safety of Dams
State Flood Hazard Mitigation 

Plan (July 1, 2022)
Update to 2013 plan 

Missouri River PAS/GI studies
 4-state PAS wrapping up
GI study focusing on lower basin

Data products
 Inundation Mapping Interface 
 Initially 54 communities

Continuing to incrementally 
make success with Dam 
owners…



Water Administration
 Operate and Maintain approximately 

225 gages
 Canals

 Streams

 Software/Web Interface/API

 Field visits 
 Over 4,000 pump/field visits in 2021

 Looking to continue expanding data 
collection 
 Stage monitoring 

 Water use monitoring

 Headwaters monitoring



Water Planning
All 23 NRDs in phases 

of integrated 
management planning

Republican Basin NRD 
plans updated in 2021 
(5th generation)

Drought Planning 
activities
Upper Platte 
Republican Basin
Lower Platte Basin



New IT Tools…

 Dashboards for Water 
administration tracking.   

 Dashboards for Drought 
Monitoring

 API’s for data connections 
to other users



Legislation
 Significant state budget surpluses… 

 ARPA… over $1B for Nebraska

 South Platte Compact – South Divide Canal 
(Perkins Co. Canal) $500M

 STARWARS $200M

 Other water related projects likely



Legislation
 South Divide Canal –1921 

priority date 

 Preserve and Protect 
multiple uses across the 
state

Colorado’s South Platte Storage Study, 
which focused on developing future water 
storage, estimated that almost 300,000 
acre-feet of South Platte water is leaving 
Colorado annually in excess of the amount 
needed to satisfy compact requirements 
with Nebraska. 



Legislation
 Statewide Tourism and 
Recreational Water 
Access and Resource 
Sustainability 
(STARWARS) – $200M 

 Construction of a marina at Lake 
McConaughy

 Replacement of a boat access, 
new conference center, and 
expanded marina at Lewis and 
Clark Lake

 Flood control measures along the 
lower Platte River near Schuyler 
and in the Wahoo Creek 
watershed

 Creation of a 4,000-acre reservoir 
between Lincoln and Omaha



Closing Thoughts…

Lots of activity in all divisions of the agency

Closely monitoring water supplies and hoping for 
improvement through the winter and spring

Legislative session will likely result in several new 
water-related initiatives/projects

▪
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